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(Summary])

The purpose of this study was to clarify how nursing students’ feelings toward children change through the A
University Pediatric Interaction Practicum (hereafter referred to as “practice at nursery”). Seventy-one nursing
students who participated in the practice at nursery were asked to participate in this study, and 46 of them
consented to complete a self-administered questionnaire survey before and after the practice at nursery. The
results of the analysis of 40 students (valid response rate: 87.0%), for whom data were available before and after
the practice at nursery, showed that 95% of the nursing students answered “yes” to the question “Do you like
children?” before the practice at nursery and all answered “yes” after the practice. All of the nursing students
answered “Yes” to the questions “Did you have a satisfactory relationship with the child?” The mean scores of
the nursing students’ ratings on the scale of feelings toward the child increased significantly for the approach
feelings “warm,” “happy,” “white,” “bright,” “kind,” and “wonderful,” decreased significantly for the avoidance
feelings “annoying” and “bothersome,” and increased significantly for the avoidance feeling “embarrassing,”
indicating a significant decrease in the antagonism index. The antagonistic index decreased significantly. The
experience of interacting with children through nursery practice was considered to have reduced the
antagonistic index of feelings toward children for the adolescent nursing students, ie., it softened their emotional
conflicts toward children. In addition, the nursing students showed positive changes in their feelings toward
children and in the way they interacted with them, and this can be interpreted as the formation of a motivated
attitude toward future on-site training and nursing practice in the pediatric field.
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