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(Summary)

This study conducted a questionnaire survey on infection prevention and sanitation control management
among managers of childcare and early childhood education facilities nationwide to determine their infection
prevention methods during the COVID-19 pandemic. In December 2022, a questionnaire was randomly sent to
managers of 5000 childcare and early childhood education facilities nationwide, and 556 analyzable responses
were received between January and April 2023. The results showed that approximately 70% of childcare and
early childhood education facilities prepared infection prevention and sanitation control management manuals. Of
the childcare and early childhood education facilities, > 90% and > 80% have standardized infection prevention
and sanitation control management methods, respectively. Additionally, > 90% of childcare and early childhood
education facilities have changed their infection prevention and sanitation control management methods to
prevent the spread of COVID-19. However, approximately 50% of the facilities changed the method or frequency
of hand washing for infection prevention and approximately 40% changed the method or frequency of washroom
cleaning for sanitation control management. Overall, approximately 90% of childcare and early childhood
education facilities implemented sanitation control management of the playground yard (playground equipment),
whereas approximately 60% regularly exterminated pests in the yard, dug up sandboxes periodically, and
disinfected them in sunlight. Health rooms (medical offices) were not established in approximately 30% of
facilities. As infection prevention and sanitation control management are fundamental to combat infectious

diseases, the study results will serve as a reference for the future control of infectious diseases.

Key words: childcare and early childhood education facilities, infection prevention, sanitation control
management, COVID-19
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