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(Summary)

Preventing parents from maltreating their children and supporting parent-child relationships is crucial for the
healthy growth and development of infants and children. Understanding actual paternal-child maltreatment and
providing suitable support may help in preventing child maltreatment in the family. Therefore, this study aimed
to clarify trends in child maltreatment by fathers and other family members using data from the JACSIS study,
an internet cohort study, for the period 2020, 2021, and 2022. This study comprised data obtained from fathers
with children aged 0-5 years. Data regarding sociodemographic information, employment status, paternal child
maltreatment (three items, e.g., violence against their children), and child maltreatment in the home (six items,
e.g., spanking children’s body) were used as the evaluation items of this study. The study included 2,885 fathers.
Approximately 10% of fathers admitted to using abusive language toward their children, and this rate was the
highest among paternal child maltreatment cases. Moreover, 59.1% of fathers reported that their children were
yelled at by family members, making it the most prevalent form of child maltreatment in the home. Based on the
findings of this study, it is desirable to provide ongoing support for fathers. Furthermore, parents with infants

and young children should receive support focused on interventions to alleviate parental stress and challenges.

Key words: Young children, fathers, child maltreatment, COVID-19
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