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(Summary)

In this study, 26 child care workers, nurses, family support counselors, foster care support specialists, and
psychologists working at eight infant homes in the Kanto region were interviewed and analyzed using a modified
grounded theory approach to explore the process by which interdisciplinary teams working in infant homes to
share understanding of the child's needs. As a result, the infant care team first developed a common
understanding of daily life support for children growing up in the here and now. Then, the team agreed that
future support policies would be based on a trial-and-error approach with an eye toward the child’'s future. Both
the background of these discussions and the ability of each member to encourage the team'’s growth led to the
home’s statement of support. In an infant home where the needs of children, parents, and foster parents are
directly addressed, each group would have a professional advocate to discuss how to support the child’s situation
and to help the child feel safe and secure from an interdisciplinary perspective. It also emphasizes the importance
of members who build good team relationships and are actively involved in problem-solving.

Key words: Infant homes, Interdisciplinary team, Children’s needs, Common understanding, Modified grounded
theory approach
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