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(Summary])

Despite the growing importance of inclusive education for preschoolers, no scale exists to assess its
effectiveness in Japan. This study aimed to fill this gap by developing the Tolerance of Diversity Scale for
Preschoolers (TDS-P) to measure preschoolers’ acceptance of disabilities. Our primary objective was to confirm
the feasibility and validity of this new scale. We developed a questionnaire and conducted semi-structured
interviews with childcare practitioners. The revised 24-item questionnaire covered six different scene settings:
encounters with new students, the visually impaired, the hearing impaired, the walking impaired, the
developmentally impaired, and differences in appearance. In addition, four different attitudes toward each of the
scene setting were included. Cognitive interviews were then conducted with 10 preschoolers aged 5-6 years who
attended preschools and kindergartens. In these interviews, participants responded by circling pictures as the
interviewer read them aloud. Nine children completed the questionnaire. Analysis of the interview data showed
that the children understood the questionnaire well. Behavioral observations highlighted instances of distraction,
such as  “not answering the interview or questionnaire” and “changing the posture and moving around. ” Some
questions’ wording and illustrations need to be revised as we would like to verify the reliability and validity of

the results.

Key words: inclusive education system, diversity, preschooler, scale, tolerance
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