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(Summary)

Recently, several child abuse-related deaths have been reported in situations where multiple agencies have
intervened. In this report, we describe the case of a child with emotional deprivation syndrome for whom
temporary protection became possible due to multi-agency collaboration and thorough consultation, even when
the agencies’ evaluations on the risk of maltreatment were not converging. The case involves a 4-year-old boy.
Initially, his family was assigned to the regional council of countermeasures for appropriate aid or appropriate
assistance for children requiring assistance and specified expectant mother. A public health nurse noticed his
abnormal eating behavior and short stature. He was discussed at an individual case conference following which
he was admitted to our hospital, where any organic disease was ruled out. Since his symptoms improved after
separation from his mother, we diagnosed him with emotional deprivation syndrome. We determined the
necessity of forming an attachment between mother and child, through temporary protection, based on his
behavior during his mother’s visits. Since the Child Consultation Center was reluctant, we requested temporary
protection based on a written opinion from our hospital and a notice from the city office. Additionally, a
consultation with a child psychiatrist was organized through the prefectural government’s Child Abuse Response
Medical Network Project; he was diagnosed with reactive attachment disorder. The allegations concerning
Article 28 of the Child Welfare Act were substantiated and temporary protection for him was provided.

In conclusion, to prevent child abuse-related deaths, it is crucial for organizations involved in responding to
such cases to resolve the troubling issues of the family based on the information gathered from various sources
about the cooperation among the family members, to make efforts to match the assessment of the risk of abuse,

and to discuss support policies independently with each other.
Key words: emotional deprivation syndrome, reactive attachment disorder, child protection team, the regional

council of countermeasures for appropriate aid or appropriate assistance for children requiring
assistance and specified expectant mother, child abuse response medical network project
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