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Matsuishi T, Nagano M, Araki Y, et al. Scale

(Summary])

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of children’s behavioural problems and mothers’
coparental regulation on fathers' self-reported involvement in childcare one year later. The quality of the
mothers’ coparenting was measured by their encouragement and criticism of the fathers parenting. We hired
monitors who registered with a web-based survey system and asked them to complete a questionnaire.
Participants were 1,294 sets of couples (mothers and fathers) whose eldest child was between 2 and 17 years old.
The data was dyadic. Covariance structural analysis indicated that the effect of children's behavioural problems,
as perceived by the fathers, significantly reduced the fathers’ involvement after one year. Meanwhile, children’s
behavioural problems, as perceived by the mothers, increased mothers’ criticisms of fathers, while criticism had
an extremely low impact on fathers' self-reported involvement one year later. On the other hand, mothers’
encouragement of fathers, which was slightly associated with the children’s behavioural problems, as perceived
by the mother, increased the fathers  involvement one year later. Future research needs to examine the factors
related to mothers encouragement of the fathers. These findings suggest that mothers encouragement has a
supportive effect on harmonious coparenting, while mothers’ criticism does not necessarily motivate fathers to be
more involved. Support for parents who find it hard to raise children needs to be provided as comprehensive

family support based on the dynamics of child-rearing families.

Key words: child rearing, marital couples, coparenting, children’s behavioural problems, family system
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