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(Summary)

The authors collected opinion on both need and obstacles for collaboration with specialist outside schools
among teachers working at special need classes. Career as a special need teacher was the main variable in
comparing responses. We mailed a questionnaire to 348 teachers of 6 schools, and obtained 208 valid responses.
As statistical analyses, we compared frequencies and distribution of responses among the classes of career. Their
aims of collaboration were to understand about assessment or practical education as a whole (exceeded 70% of
respondents). Teachers with short career (1-4 years of career) were likely to request knowledge on disabilities
compared to experienced (5 or more of career) teachers. Lack of sufficient knowledge on both disabilities and
other specialists disturbed such young teachers in collaboration with specialist. On the other hand, packed
schedule disabled older teachers to collaborate with them. Aim of collaboration with specialists outside of schools
were shared by all teachers, though claimed problems to collaboration differed by their career. Through this
survey, we were able to clarify the kind of support that teachers in special needs classes sought from external
specialists. However, achieving this cooperation, particularly with “mid-career” and “senior” teachers, requires
school-wide initiatives, which will need to be investigated as a topic for future study.

Key words: special needs education, classes for special-needs students, external experts, collaboration
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