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(Summary)

The authors mailed a questionnaire to 3,727 nursery school facilities in Tokyo (i.e., licensed schools, certified
schools, and certified centers for early education and care) to assess their medication administration. Valid
answers were obtained from 1,533 facilities. The majority of respondents were licensed schools (84.3%), facilities
with registered nurses (80.3%), and facilities located in 23 wards in central Tokyo (69.4%). Of them, 1,488 facilities
responded that they would accept the request to administer all medication upon request by the child’s parents or
under specific conditions. Most respondents kept a manual for medication administration (76.5%) and required an
application form from parents to administer medication (98.6%). Approximate half of the facilities required
involvement by physicians, such as doctor’'s order document. A drug information sheet on the prescribed
medication was also required (64.5%). Procedures related to medication administration, such as confirmation of
the child’s medication and reports to parents, were frequently carried out at facilities with a manual. More
information on medication were provided by parents to the facilities in our study. This was in contrast to
previous research, which showed that insufficient drug information was provided. However, incidents such as
missed or mistaken medicine administration were also reported. Furthermore, some medicines, such as
suppositories and EpiPens, were difficult to handle, according to the nursery teachers. In these instances, support

from medical professionals is necessary.

Key words: medication administration, nursery school, nursery teacher
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