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(Summary)

This study aimed to determine how adolescent-onset cancer survivors participate in society after discharge
from hospital. The authors conducted semi-structured interviews with 10 young adult participants (four males
and six females). Descriptive analysis was employed for their comments. As a result, 13 categories were
extracted from 37 sub-categories. Coping strategies included ‘choosing topics to share with family’, ‘considering
ways to confess to friends’, finding new places and roles that suit them after treatment’, ‘living a burden-free life
at school and in the community, ‘defending against anthropophobia’ and ‘reproductive (love and marriage)
expectations. They are also affected by their illness, struggling with a variety of circumstances, and have
concerns about their future. Peer support needs to be promoted in order to discuss areas where support by
medical and welfare services is inaccessible. In addition, medical care has to cover many things, such as
treatment of late complications, early detection of recurrence and maintenance of fertility. Therefore, there is a

need to increase the knowledge of professionals and to work together to provide appropriate care.

Key words: adolescence, childhood cancer survivor, social participation, strategies
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