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(Summary)

Through our consultation system, the authors discussed the role of pediatricians in interventions in families
with dysfunction in childcare. Out of 119 cases visiting the system between May 2016 and October 2017, 23 cases
that required interventions were selected according to the factors illustrated in a previous study. Their medical
records were retrieved and their chief complaints, causes of dysfunction in childcare, and the provided supports,
were analyzed. The age of children ranged from 0.17 to 14.25 years, during their first visits. The chief complaints
included developmental delay in 9, difficult childcare in 4, and maladaptive to the peers in 3 cases. We sorted the
attributes of dysfunction in childcare to lack of supports in 23, medical conditions of parents in 14, life background
in 12, low coping skills in 10, and negative affection to childcare per se in 8 cases. We continued providing these
families with psychological counseling and pediatric consultation, concurrently provided preschool therapeutic
intervention, collaborated with nursery schools, and referred the parents to psychiatric units. We presented three
representative cases with favorable outcomes. The results suggest that families claiming difficulty in childcare
included those with less capacity in childcare, and since poor capacity for childcare can be a risk factor for child

maltreatment, it is recommended that pediatricians encourage coping skills in such families.

Key words: dysfunction in childcare, childcare, difficulties in childcare, child maltreatment
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