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(Summary)

This study aimed to evaluate how past histories of illness or injuries affected the health literacy among
university students. The authors requested 660 students of a university to recall their past histories of illness or
injuries and then to fill the Health Literacy on Social Determinants of Health Questionnaire (HL-SDHQ). A
multiple-regression analysis after single regression analyses by 527 valid answers revealed that the past histories
did not affect their present level of the health literacy, though their voluntary behaviors such as questions to the
specialists or information seeking in hospitalization related to their health literacy. Either of gender (male), out-of-
school activities such as the circle, information obtained from the media both had impact on and recognize their
attitude to their health. Interests on own illness or injuries in childhood may enrich the health literacy in the
future. Pediatric professionals need to provide the situation where the children subjectively share their interests
or opinions with parents and other specialists, since they are involved in the opportunities to enrich the health

literacy.

Key words: health literacy, university students, experience of illness or injury
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