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(Summary)

With the progress of medicine as a background factor, “children requiring medical care” are defined as
children, who continue to use ventilation systems and/or gastrosomas, and require daily medical care, such as
suctioning phlegm and tube feeding, after long-term NICU stays. According to an estimate, there are currently
about 20,000 children requiring medical care throughout Japan®.

The Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare emphasizes the necessity of collaboration to more extensively
support these children, stating “To make sure that children with disabilities using ventilation systems or
requiring other medical care in daily life can receive appropriate support in various related areas, such as public
health, medical, and welfare services, according to their mental/physical conditions, local governments should
adopt necessary measures to establish systems for contact and coordination with institutions providing such
support”. However, reports of community-based support and collaboration are still scarce. Among medical care
procedures, the author focused on skills for tracheostomy management/care, which may directly influence life
maintenance, conducted interviews on the acquisition of these skills with families, visiting nurses, hospital nurses,
and visiting care workers, and classified challenges common among them beyond their professions and positions.
As the results indicated the necessity of teaching materials for specific and practical training courses and
practices to acquire skills, a pediatric model doll with tracheostomy was developed. In June 2021, a bill on support
for children requiring medical care and their families” was enacted with 2 objectives: “to promote the healthy
growth of children requiring medical care, while preventing their families from leaving their jobs” and “to
contribute to the realization of a society, where people can give birth to and bring up children with a sense of
security”. In order to embody this bill, it may be necessary to promote understanding of children requiring
medical care on a social-wide basis, and make support feasible by clarifying appropriate intervention methods and
medical technologies for these children. Specifically, social cognition and human resources development for this

purpose are urgently required.

Key words: children requiring medical care, model doll, human resources development
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