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(Summary)

Because many of children with cancer return
to school, elementary school teachers have to
understand necessity of supports for returning
children. The authors hypothesized that such
teachers easily imagine more detailed supports
when they see the puppet-play starring such a child.
Thus we intended to validate effect of the play to
encourage teachers to imagine demanded supports.
Fifty-one teachers from 4 schools participated in our
study. None of schools had children with cancer.
We questioned them what supports they would
provide if children with cancer returned to school
from hospital. Contents of open-ended answers
were analyzed through the method by Berelson.
As a result, teachers who viewed the play imagined
more number of supports. Of them, they frequently
imagined supports before the come-back such as
sustained connection with school and explanation to
their peer children. Our results suggest that the
puppet-play educate teachers well when the children

with cancer return to school.
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childhood cancer, supporting school re-entry,

elementary school teacher, puppet play
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