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(Summary)

Socio—medical environments for infants with hearing
difficulties have changed drastically with establishment
of the cochlear implantation. Even though children
with severe congenital hearing loss acquire voice
communication in society by the cochlear implantation
and postoperative habilitation despite of several
limitations. On the other hand, some children in
islands were yet available adequate medical care. Since
development in neural networks for auditory conduction
have the critical period during 3-4 years old, sufficient
stimuli provided after the period do not contribute to
the completion of the network. Thus detection and
intervention for infants with hearing difficulties must
start early after birth. Number of newborn babies
received the screening of hearing in Okinawa came
near to the national averaged level, whereas socio-
medical support by public health nurses was below the
national level. To improve such situation, the project to
prevail hearing test for newborns started in 2017. In the
Ryukyu University hospital, the site for support entitled
“Kikoe Support Center” was founded in 2020 with the

support by prefecture.
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