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(Summary])

The study aimed to examine the differences in the
factor structure of parental involvement in childcare
according to the age groups of preschool children,
differences between mothers and fathers in parental

involvement, and factors that govern parental

003

involvement. The participants included 300 fathers and
300 mothers whose youngest child was aged two years
or younger and 300 fathers and 300 mothers whose
youngest child was between the three and six years old.
An online survey was conducted on parental involvement
in parenting, marital parenting, and husbands’
support for wives. The study practiced caution to avoid
distribution bias in residential areas of the participants.
The results of the factor analysis revealed four factors of
parental involvement for children aged two or younger,
namely, physical care, housework, psychological
care, and discipline. Another four factors emerged
for parental involvement for children aged three to six
years, namely, mental and physical care, housework,
discipline, and play. Furthermore, the findings
revealed that mothers scored higher than fathers on all
subscales of parental involvement, mainly attributed to
father-to-wife parenting and support for wives. Marital
parenting, support from husbands, and demographic
factors such as health and household income influenced
mothers. Moreover, the results revealed that fathers’
level of involvement in parenting was relatively lower
than that of mothers. Thus, marital relationships were
most likely to strongly influence the parenting of both

parents.
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parental involvement, preschooler, marital relationship
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