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(Summary)

This qualitative descriptive study aimed to elucidate
the experiences of childhood cancer survivors
transferred from pediatric to adult care departments.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted among
seven childhood cancer survivors to investigate the
nursing care provided during the transfer phase.
Participants’ responses comprised 51 categories based
on their experiences. These categories were then
regrouped into seven subcategories : 1) “special bonds
with the attending pediatric oncologist,” 2) “conditions
influencing the development of independence related
to attendance at medical appointments, ~ 3) ‘referral
from pediatric to adult care departments,” 4) “follow-
up in the adult care department, ” 5) “factors promoting

follow-up compliance in the adult care department,” 6)

395

“factors preventing follow-up compliance in the adult
care department,” and 7) “effects of the time required
in explaining to the patient complications occurring at
late stages.” These categories further comprised 3,
9, 2, 6, 15, 11, and 5 subcategories, respectively.
Experiences of childhood cancer survivors could be
summarized in the following three phases : before
the independence related to attendance at medical
appointments was established and the patient started
visiting the adult care department, follow—up compliance
in the adult care department, and explanation and
understanding of late-stage complications. Our results
suggest that this transition process requires prompt
and appropriate referral to an adult care department,
supporting childhood cancer survivors regarding disease
acceptance, explaining possible late-stage complications
when appropriate, and supporting the patients after

explaining the possible late-stage complications.
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pediatric care, adult care, transition supports
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