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(Summary)

The aim of this study was to describe the desire for
control among mothers caring for children under the age
of 6 who had suddenly developed a fever. Additionally,
this study explored the necessary support for mothers to
help calm themselves so as to provide adequate care in
this situation. We conducted semi-structured interviews
with 15 mothers living in one prefecture. The inclusion
criterion for mothers was having children aged 6 months
to 6 years and having visited the emergency department
for consultation in the event of the child developing a
sudden fever. Data reflecting the meaning of “desire
for control” were consolidated from the transcript
of each mother’s interview and analyzed using the
qualitative inductive method. An analysis revealed five
“desire to respect child’s capacity to

main categories :

heal,” “desire to cure child effectively, " “desire to cope

with the fever quickly,” “desire to feel at ease,” and
“desire to limit influence of illness on job and family.” To
support mothers in calmly taking care of children with
a sudden fever, their choices based on consideration for
their children should be respected. Moreover, medical
professionals should arrange their responses to mothers

of children having sudden fever by checking mothers’

desire and condition of children.
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