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[Summary]

Objective : The purpose of this study was to examine

stigma experienced by mothers of children with autism

spectrum disorder (ASD) in Japan.

Method : Using the data from 50 mothers of children

with ASD (ages 2-12 years),

we administrated four

questionnaires on child and maternal characteristics

and conducted an interview to assess stigma related to

parenting children with autism. Based on subcategories

of stigma from our first study, we created a maternal
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stigma variable by counting subcategory frequencies
for each participant. Child and maternal variables
were compared between mothers with low and high
stigma, using a chi-square or Fisher's exact test and
the independent sample t-test or Mann-Whitney U test.
Finally, to identify factors associated with maternal
stigma, we conducted a stepwise multiple logistic
regression. The ability of the model to distinguish
between two outcome groups was assessed using the
standard ROC (receiver operating characteristic) curve.

Results : Compared to mothers with high stigma,
a significantly larger proportion of mothers with low
stigma had school-age children, and their child had
no siblings. Age of the child, number of siblings, and
maternal education were significantly associated with
maternal stigma. The association of child's externalizing

score with maternal stigma was marginally significant.

163

Using ROC curve analysis, AUC (area under the
curve) was 0.796 indicating a reasonable classification
performance.

Discussion : Our findings suggest support providers
should understand risk factors related to stigma.
Mothers of preschool children, those with more than one
child, with lower education, and children with greater
behavior problems may be at risk for greater stigma.

Conclusions : This was the first study that examined
the association between the mother’s stigma level and
child and maternal characteristics. Future studies

should employ more in—-depth interviews.

(Key words)
autism spectrum disorder, stigma, parenting,

mixed-methods approach

Presented by Medical*Online



	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163



