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(Summary)

A lecture on childhood cancer may improve students’
knowledge about and interest in children with cancer to
promote the school-reentry of these children after their
hospitalized treatment. However, the positive effect of
a lecture about childhood cancer has remained unclear.
This study examined the effect of a lecture about
childhood cancer on students’ knowledge about and
interest in children with cancer. Students completed a
questionnaire that included items of knowledge about (e.
g., non-infectiousness of childhood cancer, physical
appearance, fatigue, academic performance, long-
term hospitalization, hospital school, and hospital
experience) and interest in children with cancer before
(T0), immediately after (T1), and one month after the
lecture (T2). A multilevel analysis was used to estimate
the change in the scores at TO, T1, and T2 on their
knowledge about and interest in children with cancer.

We analyzed data from 39 elementary school
students and 244 high school students. The scores
at both T1 and T2 improved significantly on the
non-infectiousness of childhood cancer, physical
appearance, fatigue, academic performance, long-
term hospitalization, hospital school, and hospital

experience among elementary school students, and on
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academic performance, long-term hospitalization, and
hospital experience among high school students. The
scores at both T1 and T2 on interest in children with
cancer among elementary school students improved
significantly. By contrast, the score at the only Tl
stage among high school students was higher than that
at the TO stage. Our results suggested that, although

our lecture on childhood cancer generally had a positive

B5)

effect on students knowledge about and interest in
children with cancer at T1, our lecture had limited
positive effects at the T2 stage. Therefore, the lecture
content and style needs revision to maintain students’

knowledge about and interest in children with cancer.
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