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(Summary)

To evaluate competency in students prepared for early
detection of child abuse, the author gave a questionnaire
on injury sites commonly reported in abuses and on
judgement whether abuse, covering 87 students entering
the childcare teacher training program. With regard
to injury parts caused by abuses, we requested them
to paint the parts on a body illustration. Concerning
recognition on abuse, I presented case vignettes and
asked them to choose answer out of following options:
“Abusive, ” “Inappropriate but not abusive,  “Not
abusive, " and “Do not know. "

The results indicated that the back was the most
common body part where wounds by child abuse were
found, with 92.9% of students answering correctly,
followed by the hips with 17.9%, and the neck with 6.0%.
No one mentioned to ears, underarms, crotch or inner

thighs as wounded parts implying child abuse.

635

As for vignettes, correct answer rate ranged from
63.1% to 89.3% in cases of physical abuse, 22.6-91.7%
in cases of neglect, 44.0-83.3% in cases of psychological
abuse, and 90.5-100% in cases of sexual abuse,
respectively. The correct rate was 22.6% the lowest
in both neglect cases such as: “Going out with partner
at night after their infant fell in sleep, " and “Left their
children playing with knives.” In particular, 6.0% of
the students answered “Not abusive” to “Going out with
partner at night after their infant fell in sleep.” Thus,
the students tended to judged poorly in neglect cases.

I inclusion of such recognition in the training program
will contribute to new teachers who detect child abuses

in early stages.

(Key words)
child abuse, childcare teacher, readiness, students,

early detection
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