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(Summary)

The purpose of this research was to reveal relationship
between recognition of disease and self-evaluation in
children with chronic diseases. The goal was to obtain
suggestions for improved psychological support. Semi-
structured interviews were given to 13 elementary
school (6-12years old) children with chronic diseases.
The results revealed that children having recognition
of disease tended to express positive aspects regarding
their condition, while children with insufficient
recognition tended to express the negative aspects. Such
findings suggest that sufficient recognition of disease can
lead to positive views about oneself, though insufficient
recognition leads to more negative self-evaluation. When
asked how to recognize the disease, three classification
of “Positive,” “Negative,” and “Neutral” were
extracted from their responses. The results showed that
8 children perceived disease negatively. However, such
negative recognition on disease onset did not always
lead to low self-evaluation. The results suggest that
explanation on the disease is required according to the
stage of cognitive development. And also, support to

form positive self-evaluation is necessary.

(Key words)
chronic illness, school age, disease recognition,

self-evaluation
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