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1% 6 7 Rz b 2HD

(Summary)

Purpose : This study aimed to clarify the
characteristics of child-nurturing and housekeeping
behaviors by fathers based on the child-nurturing
perspectives in married couples.

Methods : This study questioned 124 married couples

who visited the municipal health center for their first

AR R O BE JE

child’s 18-month pediatric municipal health check-up to
examine the child-nurturing and housekeeping behaviors
by the father and married couples’ perceptions on the
father's involvement in child-nurturing “father’s child-
nurturing perception.” The couples were divided into
two groups based on their child-nurturing perception :
those who thought that fathers should actively participate
in child nurturing and those who thought otherwise.
The total scores for each child-nurturing behavior scale
and subscale were compared (Mann-Whitney U test).
Results : Responses were obtained from 71 married
couples. In the group in which mothers thought that
fathers should actively participate in child-nurturing
(n=30),

behaviors evaluated by the married couples was higher

the score of the father's housekeeping

than the that of the group that did not think so (n=38)
(U=301.0, p < 01 and U=369.5, p < 05, respectively).
In the group in which fathers thought that they should
actively participate in child-nurturing (n=36), the score
of the fathers' child—nurturing behaviors evaluated by
mothers was higher than that of the group that did not
think so (n=27) (U=3425, p < .05).

Conclusion : The father's child-nurturing perception
as perceived by the mother may affect fathers’
perception on housekeeping behaviors. These results
also suggest that the fathers' perception of child-
nurturing leads to them taking proactive action in child-

nurturing.

(Key words)
child-nurturing and housekeeping behaviors,
child-nurturing perspective,

18-month pediatric health check-up
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