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(Summary)

When a teacher in a special needs school reads a
picture book to hearing-impaired children, they use
signing as well as speech. In this study, we investigated
how hearing-impaired children gaze at the picture book
and the reader’s face in this situation. Study participants
were 20 hearing-impaired infants aged 3 to 5 years.
Four video clips of a teacher reading a picture book
were presented to the infants on the monitor of an eye-
tracker system (Tobii T60) that individually measured
their gazes. The areas of interest (AOIs), between
which the eye gaze was compared, were set as letters ;
pictures : and the reader’s eyes, mouth, and signing
hand. The results of the analysis showed that the children
gazed most often at the picture of the character. When
the picture book was read without sign language, infants
gazed more often at the reader's mouth and the letters
than when it was read with sign language. However,
when picture book was read with sign language, infants
gazed more often at the reader's eyes and mouth than
when it was read without sign language. These findings
suggest that hearing-impaired infants are interested in the
picture of the person who is the protagonist. They obtain

information from the reader's mouth, and it is important

to look at both the picture and the reader’s face for this.

(Key words)
eye-gaze, hearing-impaired infants, a picture book,

Signed Japanese
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