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(Summary)

To obtain basic data for considering education on
child abuse for students in the childcare teacher training
course, we conducted a self-administered questionnaire
survey of 87 students upon enrolled in childcare teacher
training course to analyze their readiness. We asked
them to answer questions on two aspects, namely their
emotional reaction to child abuse and their professional
awareness as childcare teachers regarding child abuse,
on a scale of 1 to 5, in order to identify any relationship
between their answers and previous experience in
learning about child abuse. We also conducted a factor
analysis by converting the answers into scores, in order
to classify the readiness of the students.

The results indicated no significant difference in
emotional reaction to child abuse or in professional

awareness as childcare teachers depending on learning
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experience before starting the course. With regard to
emotional response to child abuse, however, those
with learning experience tended to regard child abuse
as a ‘difficult to solve” problem, and feel less “anger
against the abuser,” compared with those without
such experience. In terms of professional awareness as
childcare teachers, we found that those students felt less
“painful to respond” to child abuse and were less inclined
to feel the need to “change the abuser.” The factor
analysis identified four categories of student’s readiness :

“brave group,” “angry group, “abuser—focused group”

and “discouraged group.”

485

It is considered that education on child abuse needs
to match the readiness of individual students, given its
potential to have an emotional impact on them. Our
findings indicate that it is possible to consider various
methods and contents of education on child abuse,
building on the characteristics of the four student groups

identified in this study.

(Key words)
child abuse, childcare teacher, readiness, students,

classification
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