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(Summary)

In children with congenital heart disease, vaccination
has important implications for maintaining health by
reducing the exacerbation of the primary disease due
to infection. Children with congenital heart disease are
positioned as patients requiring careful vaccination, and
cooperation with highly specialized medical institutions
is required. In this study, a questionnaire survey was
conducted among 365 pediatric cardiovascular specialists
who play a central role in the treatment of children with
congenital heart disease to clarify the current status
and points to consider in vaccination for these pediatric
patients and matters necessary for preparation of future
guidelines.

A total of 178 questionnaires were collected, and

91.0% of respondents were experienced physicians in

AN BR BT R

their 40s or older. The results of the survey revealed
that many specialists found no problem with the safety
of simultaneous vaccination in children with congenital
heart disease. In addition, specialists considered that
attention should be paid to pyrexia after vaccination
and the fact that pain and crying upon vaccination may
trigger an anoxic spell. The difficulties experienced
by these physicians in vaccination decisions included
the criteria for resuming vaccination after surgery and
handling of children with congenital heart disease who
have underlying diseases such as immunodeficiency.
These results suggest that the management of
conditions specific to children with congenital heart
disease and cooperation with local primary care
physicians are important for the vaccination of these
children. In addition, the clarification of the timing of
vaccination after surgery and drug administration as
well as other issues should be examined to reflect these
in future guidelines for vaccination of children with

congenital heart disease.

(Key words)
vaccination, questionnaire survey, heart disease,

certified pediatric cardiologist
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