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(Summary)
We carried out a census of 601 children’s homes
throughout Japan using an anonymous self-administered

questionnaire to ascertain the status of infections and
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their prevention, as well as identify future issues for
infection control measures. Responses were received
from 216 institutions (35.9% response rate), of which
211 responses were valid (97.7% valid response rate).
We found that influenza types A and B were the most
common infections to have spread in the past year,
with influenza type A in particular having spread among
children aged 6 years in over 70% of the institutions.
We also found that some institutions housed children
whose Maternal and Child Health Handbooks were
missing or who had not been vaccinated for financial
reasons, and that some were unable to isolate infected
children because of insufficient facilities or staff. These
factors may have contributed to the spread of the
infection. Our results suggest that there is both a need

to improve facilities and staffing levels, and to provide

249

public subsidies for vaccinations. We found that 40.3%
of children's homes employed nurses, with one or two
nurses per institution infection control committees had
been established by 389% of the institutions, and 47.9%
provided training to all staff on infections and infection
prevention. There are thus issues with infection
control procedures and staff training in around 50%
of children's homes, and these homes must plan and
implement medical based infection prevention and

control strategies.

(Key words)
children's home, spread of infection, vaccination,
strategy for prevention of infection,

children’s home nurse staffing
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