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(Summary)

We aim to clarify nursing practices for sick children in
daycare facilities with an adjoining clinic, and promote
nursing support systems for home care, utilizing the
daycare for sick children. We conducted a cross-—
sectional national questionnaire survey, involving
nurses providing daycare for sick children in facilities
with an adjoining clinic. The questionnaire was
designed to clarify their basic attributes, the details
of their nursing practices in daycare for sick children,

knowledge/skills needed for sick childcare, and scores
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based on a communication skill scale. We sent the
questionnaires to 302 facilities, obtained responses from
136 nurses (response rate : 45.0%), and analyzed 121
responses. The rate of outpatient pediatric service
use among facility users was 57%, and 1-3 years
age group accounted for 93.3%. The most frequent
symptom was fever. The mean durations of nursing
experience and engagement in daycare for sick children
were 206 (£94) and 6.3 (+44) years, respectively.
There were 4 elements of nursing practices in daycare
for sick children @ < observing children based on their
characteristics >, < communication with children and
their families >, < guidance of home care for children
and their families >, and < creating appropriate care

environments, according to the type of infection >.

241

As for knowledge/skills needed for sick childcare,
< emergency services > were most recognized among
the nurses. Concerning communication skill scale
scores, their score for <acceptance of others> was the
highest.

The nurses engaged in daycare for sick children
observed pediatric patients based on the characteristics
of children, and provided home care guidance for them.
A marked ability to accept others was also characteristic

of these nurses.

(Key words)
daycare for sick children, outpatient pediatric services,
nursing practices and support, home care,

national survey
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