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(Summary)

We investigated the relationships between the
psychosocial profiles of children with achondroplasia
and the perceptions of their parents about their
children’s psychosocial problems and treatments.
We also examined how each parent’s perception was
associated with both child's gender and with their
parents satisfaction regarding their height. The
participants were sixty—four 9-to 18-year-old children
with achondroplasia and their parents. We found that
parents perception of the statement, “Your child
has an inferiority complex,” was positively associated
with both short stature-related experience and stress
response in their children’'s height-related psychosocial
profiles, and negatively with control appraisal and
self-concept. In addition, a more positive self-
concept in children was associated with more positive
parent perceptions about their children’s school life
and with lower anxiety about their children's condition
under medical treatment. There was no association
between parents’ satisfaction with their height and
their children’s psychosocial profiles. Much parental
anxiety concerned their children’s school lives and
future outlook, regardless of school grade. Moreover,
the most frequent request by parents of school-aged
children with achondroplasia was for an explanation of
the condition at the time of diagnosis, based on the most
up-to—-date information. Therefore, it is essential for
healthcare staff to understand that parents’ perceptions
about their children’s school lives, possible inferiority
complexes, and anxiety concerning medical treatments,
are related to the process whereby their children adapt

to their stature. Finally, it is crucial to understand and

support the feelings of children with achondroplasia.

(Key words)
achondroplasia, children, parent’s perception,

psychosocial profiles, short stature

Presented by Medical*Online



	0209
	0210
	0211
	0212
	0213
	0214
	0215
	0216



