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(Summary)

This study aimed to explore factors associated with
mothers bringing their children for an emergency
doctor visit because of fever in areas of Prefecture A,
which have low physician-to-population ratios. An
anonymous self-administered survey was conducted
among 567 mothers who had brought their children
to the doctor for an 18-month check-up. Logistic
regression was performed by obtaining demographic
data, knowledgeability, and psychological factors
as the independent variables and respondent’ s
acknowledgments of whether they would hypothetically
bring their feverish child to emergency care as the
dependent variable. Results showed that 39.8% of
mothers would bring their children for an emergency
visit. Factors found to be associated with these
responses were scored < 11 on a fever knowledgeability

scale (OR 3.27, 95% CI 2.00-5.33), if the child was

171

the respondent’s first child (OR 2.50, 95% CI 1.53-
407), and if the mother's highest level of education
was middle school or high school (OR 2.19, 95% CI
1.35-3.56). Mothers were also more likely to answer
“yes” if they were unaware of “#8000" (the emergency
pediatric medical advice helpline) (OR 1.99, 95% CI
1.14-345), or were under 32 years of age (OR 1.98,
95% CI 1.21-3.23) ; these mothers are younger than the
average mother of an 18-month old. Results suggested
that approximately 40% of mothers could be expected
to bring their feverish children to emergency care. The
factors influencing these responses also indicate that
the first-time mothers and those under the age of 32
years need to be correctly informed regarding proper
treatment of fever in children. In addition, they should
be taught about “#8000," the emergency pediatric
medical advice helpline, to reduce unnecessary burden

on limited healthcare resources.

(Key words)
fever in children, emergency doctor visits, hypothetical
example, emergency pediatric medical advice helpline,

areas with a small percentage of doctors

Presented by Medical*Online



	0164
	0165
	0166
	0167
	0168
	0169
	0170
	0171



