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(Summary)

Purpose : This retrospective study aimed to clarify
fathers' concerns during hospitalization of their children
with cancer.

Methods : On the basis of records of two tea parties
for fathers of hospitalized children with cancer, the
narratives of four fathers about their concerns on the
hospitalization of their children were extracted and
contents were analyzed.

Results : Fathers' concerns comprised the following
eight categories : “how to spend a day with their child
and mother in the hospital,” “how to obtain information
about their child’s medical condition and treatment
progress,” “a degree of understanding their workplace
and workload,” “when to meet their child,” “difference
in perspectives with their mother,” “role of being a
father in the family,” “what happened early in the
hospitalization,” and “how to behave when accompanying
their child.”

Discussion : Results indicated that fathers had a high
potential need for information support regarding their
children’s disease and lives. Moreover, it appeared that
the fathers’ desire “to meet their child” as one of the
parents influenced the disturbing sense derived from a
bird's eye view of the whole family such as “a degree of
understanding their workplace and workload” and “the
role of being a father in the family.”

Conclusion : Healthcare professionals should consider
fathers’ concerns about their role, behavior, and
information to capture their needs and provide tailored

approach to such needs.

(Key words)
childhood cancer, father, hospitalization, concern,

content analysis
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