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(Summary])

Objectives : To determine the capacity per child
population of nurseries for children with mild illnesses in
Japan.

Materials and methods : The FY2016 list of nurseries
for children with mild illnesses was obtained from
the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. The
correlation between the total capacity of these nurseries
and the child population in each municipality was
analyzed. The nurseries’ capacity per child population
aged 0 to 6 was calculated and compared across regions
and municipalities in Japan.

Results : Most of the nurseries have capacity for
between three and six children. In total, 519 (29.9%)
of the 1,734 municipalities in Japan had nurseries for
children with mild illnesses. The correlation between the
total capacity of these nurseries and the child population
in each municipality was high (r =0.777). The overall
capacity of these nurseries was 6.82 per 10,000 population
aged 0 to 6. However, there were regional differences,
with the highest capacity in Chugoku (12.61/10,000) and
the lowest in Hokkaido (1.81/10,000).

Discussion : The inter-regional differences in capacity
generally varied with the number of nurseries. To make
these nursery services available throughout Japan,
municipalities, especially in northern regions such as
Hokkaido and Tohoku, should promote the construction
and management of these nurseries.

Conclusion : Nurseries for mildly ill children in Japan
had a capacity of 6.82 per 10,000 population aged 0O to 6.
However, there were inter-regional differences, with
capacity being higher in western regions and lower in

the north.

(Key words)
nurseries for children with mild acute illness,

municipalities, child care, Japan
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