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(Summary])
Oral functions include functions that form the basis
of life such as mastication, swallowing, and breathing,

and functions that relate to communication that creates

043

articulation and facial expressions. In recent years, an
increase in the number of children who seemed to have
problems with the development of oral function has
been found, and in 2018, a new disease name of “oral
dysfunction of oral function” was created, and insurance
can be provided for regular developmental children
became. “Oral dysfunction” is evaluated and diagnosed
according to the “Oral function development evaluation
manual,” and “oral habits” are removed as a response,
and exercise training is instructed as necessary.

Oral function develops through “eating,” so guidance
on how to eat correctly, play that can improve oral
function can be incorporated into childcare and education,
and dental health education and information provision in
cooperation with various occupations.

The local dental practitioner can detect “oral
dysfunction” at an early stage through continuous
dental examinations, and also serves as a consultation
service for concerns such as “eating and talking” by
the childcare provider. We believe that tackling “oral
dysfunction” requires the cooperation of all people
involved with children in the community, which can

contribute to the foundation of children’s lifelong health.
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