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(Summary)

Background : The number of children returning to
school after recovering from cancer has increased.

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to clarify
how childhood leukemia survivors adapt during school
re-entry through their experiences.

Methods : Semi-structured interviews were conducted
with seven leukemia survivors (10 to 18 years of age)
whose health conditions were being monitored as
outpatients and were attending regular schools. The
interviews were recorded with the consent of the
children and their parents and transcribed verbatim,

then analyzed in accordance with the Modified Grounded

AN BR BT R

Theory Approach.

Result : These children started making the transition
to school life before their discharge, not at the time of
re—entry to school. Before their discharge, they were
excited to return to school ; however, they felt anxiety
about being left out of academic and peer activities.
After school re-entry, they faced the issues of physical
frailty, changed appearance and being behind in their
studies. However, they gradually started to accept
their abilities and limitations, and through their own
efforts and support from parents, friends, teachers,
and medical professionals, they came to feel a sense of
belonging in their classes.

Conclusion : Through the process of adapting to
school these childhood leukemia survivors could interpret
their experiences with leukemia approvingly and define
their sense of belonging. They then realized that they

are no different from others.

(Key words)
childhood leukemia, adaptation to school life,
school re-entry, long term hospitalization,

Modified Grounded Theory Approach
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