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(Summary)
Infant homes have been under the transition from
large-group care (multiple infants and caregivers

share a large room for daily living) to small-group care

403

(4-6 infants and 2-3 caregivers share a room for daily
living) . This study focused on feeding and examined
how caregivers behavior towards infants has changed
with this transition. We have divided the infants into
three groups and videotaped the feeding sessions for
each group respectively. The three groups are two same
age groups - (a) younger than 18 months group and (b)
older than 18 months group, and a mixed-age group
which consisted of infants both younger and older than
18 months. We compared the caregivers behavior in
the three groups using the following four categories :
“feeding, " “sharing of affective experiences,  “sharing
of feeding experiences with members” and “other
behavior.” Results indicate that in the mixed-age group,
caregivers interacted more with infants who are younger
than 18 months. It leads to the increase of “feeding”
behavior. Moreover, fewer “sharing of affective
experiences’ and “sharing of feeding experiences with
members” with infants older than 18 months were
observed in caregivers' behavior in the mixed age
group. It is suggested that caregivers tend to pay more
attention to younger infants. Active efforts needs to be
made to interact equally with infants of all ages in the

small group context.

(Key words)
Japanese infant home, small-group care,

clinical approach to life, mealtime
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