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(Summary)

To elucidate the characteristics and debatable points
regarding descriptive manuals for child maltreatment
published by local municipalities in Japan, we conduct-
ed review analyses of the last b-year trends, types and
notification about child abuse cases among prefectures
in Tohoku district (Aomori, Iwate, Miyagi, AKkita,
Yamagata, and Fukushima) and Ibaraki prefecture, in
addition to comparing their publicly released manuals
for preventing and responding to child maltreatment.
The number of child abuse cases had increased in 5 pre-
fectures excluding Miyagi and Yamagata prefectures.
There were 52 (the most) and 2.0 (the fewest) abuse
cases per thousand population under eighteen years of
age for one year in Aomori and Yamagata prefectures,
respectively. The number of cases classified as psycho-
logical abuse ranked highest, and institutions such as
police department made the notification the most in all
prefectures. All except Akita prefecture published the
manuals. Aomori, Iwate, Yamagata, Fukushima,
and Ibaraki prefectures posted the manuals on their
websites. All manuals had 7 items comprising the defi-
nition and types of abuse, points to be checked to detect
abuse, and so on. This investigation revealed that there
were some differences in terms of publishing methods,
quantity, and items among the manuals published by
the prefectures. We consider that a manual for prevent-
ing and responding to child maltreatment should include
a total of 20 items, such as abuse-occurrence factors,
the notice obligation, lists of organizations concerned,
and ways to prevent abuse, in addition to the above 7
items. Further, the manual should be posted on the
prefecture website, because it may have more of a de-
terrent effect on child abuse if one could refer to it more

readily.

(Key words)
child maltreatment, intervention manuals,

a comparative study
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