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(Summary)

The present study aimed to describe mothers’

worries about their children with cleft lip and/or palate

when they enter elementary school. Semi-structured

interviews were given to 13 mothers with children in

first through third grade who were hospitalized for

the treatment of cleft lip and/or palate (CL/P)

. The

participants were asked to recall their worries about

their children when they entered school. Content analysis

was used to classify their comments into the following

five categories:

1. Other children may point out differences in their

appearance

2. Their children’s internal conflicts related to

differences in their appearance

3. Articulation disorder

4. Wound dehiscence due to facial injury during daily
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activities
5. Discriminatory remarks by teachers

Medical staff should understand mothers’ worries
about their children with CL/P entering school. Mothers’
worries can be alleviated by providing appropriate

information on CL/P and reasonable accommodations at

227

school to their children’s teachers.

(Key words)
cleft lip and/or palate, mother, worry,

elementary school
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