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(Summary)

The present study aimed to investigate evaluation
items for early detection of children at risk for
developmental dyslexia. Individual cognitive assessment
tools seem to be helpful for early detection ; however,

they are unfit for screening at-risk children, due

AN BR BT R

to the amount of time and costs associated with the
tools. In the present study, we developed 20 new
evaluation items called the Early detection of Children
at risk for Dyslexia (ECD) for parents and nursery/
preschool staff to assess early symptoms of reading
and writing difficulties in children, based on behavioral
observations. For this study, 826 first graders were
assessed by their parents using ECD. The reliability and
validity of ECD were evaluated, too, and the results
indicated high internal consistency and factorial validity
of ECD. This study's findings also suggest that reading
and writing difficulties in school-age children could
be predicted by several early symptoms in children,
such as little interest in letters. Moreover, five of the
evaluation items in ECD were chosen as critical items
for identifying at-risk children using statistical analysis
with the item response theory ; the risk for children can
be predicted with a high degree of accuracy using these
five items (ie. sensitivity=100.0% : specificity=83.9%).
The present findings demonstrate the usefulness of ECD

for early detection of developmental dyslexia.
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