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(Summary)

The number of children, who regularly require medi-
cal care, including mechanical ventilation and gastros-
tomy feeding, has increased about by two times in
Japan. Such children are called “children with complex
medical conditions and disabilities” (CMCD). The pa-
tients with CMCD mostly live at home. Although home
medical care systems by home doctors and visiting
nurses are necessary to comfortably live at home and
are safe for patients and their family, these systems are
not sufficiently established in Japan. We are conducting
a program for training human resources for home medi-
cal care. Under this program involving intensive course
and on-the—job training, home doctors, pediatricians in
regional hospitals, visiting nurses, rehabilitation staffs,
and social workers study CMCD support services ev-
ery month. This course includes lectures via internet,
medical support practice (gastrostomy feeding, naso-
pharyngeal suction, exchange of tracheal cannula), and
debate with multidisciplinary. In result of this program,
the specialists who take care of the patients with CMCD
have been increasing. Nevertheless, there are still
many problems, such as limitation of service use, qual-

ity of service, and facilities cooperation.
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