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(Summary)

This study examined whether nurses beliefs about
the development of biological conceptions of illness in
children would differ by their specialization in pediatric

vs. adults nursing. A total of 110 nurses who have

675

more than 5 years of experience in the care of children
and 85 nurses who have more than 5 years of experience
in the care of adults answered the questionnaires. These
two groups did not differ in their rates of importance in
terms of providing information to pediatric patient vs.
to their parents. They both placed more importance on
explaining children’s conditions to their parents than to
the children. In contrast, group differences were found
in their beliefs about the extent to which children have
biological awareness of their illness. Pediatric nurses
viewed young children as having more competence in
their conceptions of illnesses than did adult nurses.
These results suggested that pediatric nurses become
aware that even young children have some biological
awareness of the causes, time courses, and types of
illnesses based on their everyday practice with nursing

children.

(Key words)
development of illness conceptions,
nurse's beliefs about children’s ability,

pediatric nursing
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