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Delay in Hospital Consultation when Children Accidentally Ingest Tobacco (2935)

in Medically Depopulated Area with Few Physicians : The Actual Condition and Problem
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(Summary)

Objective : Tobacco ingestion requires prompt and
appropriate treatment, but the hospital may be in the
distance, so it is concerned about late consultation in
medically depopulated area with few physicians. We
extracted the actual condition and problems of tobacco
ingestion in Kunisaki City, Oita prefecture where there
are only two pediatricians, and we considered counter-
measures against it.

Method : We extracted patient who ingested tabacco
from patient under 15 years of age who visited the hospi-
tal from 2006 to 2016, and we did a retrospective study
on them.

Results : There were 24 cases. Estimated time from
accidental ingestion to hospital visit was median 43 min-
utes (15 minutes to 15 hours). There were 4 cases of
accidentally ingesting tobacco leachate, and all cases
took more than 30 minutes to visit the hospital. In ad-
dition to the case of delayed consultation for a long dis-
tance, there were cases in which parents and medical
staff doesn’ t recognize the risk of accidental ingestion of
tobacco leachate.

Conclusion : In medically depopulated area with few
pediatricians, not only time and distance to consultation
but aiso enlighten the risk of tabacco ingestion, espe-

cially tabacco leachate, is important.

(Key words)
tobacco ingestion, medically depopulated area with
few physicians, tobacco leachate, time from accidental

ingestion to hospital visit
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