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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to clarify the correla-
tion between the nurturing characteristics of child-rear-
ing mothers and the emotions associated with childcare.
To this end, a questionnaire survey was conducted for
mothers whose children (infants aged 20 months and
children aged 3 years) underwent checkups at the City
Health Center in City A. Valid responses were obtained
from 370 people and the valid response rate was 53.6%.

The results showed that the most common of the three
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nurturing attitudes was the permissive attitude (172
respondents : 46.5%) and positive feelings about child
rearing were significantly lower for mothers with this
attitude than for those with authoritarian attitudes.
Additionally, mothers with authoritative attitudes had
significantly higher positive feelings about child-rearing
and significantly lower feelings of burden associated with
their children’s attitudes and behaviors than mothers

who displayed the other two nurturing attitudes. Moth-

475

ers with authoritarian attitudes had significantly stronger
feelings of burden about their children’s attitudes and
behaviors than those with the other two nurturing atti-

tudes.

(Key words)
child-rearing style, emotions associated with childcare,

responsiveness, orderliness, child-rearing mothers
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