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(Summary)
Objective : To clarify the proportion of infants and

toddlers living within 3, 5, and 10km from nurseries for

451

sick children with and without national subsidies.

Material and method : The list of nursery sick children
was drawn from the web page of the National Council
of Child Care Facility for Sick Children. The address of
these facilities was converted to the latitude and longi-
tude and the distance to each of about 210,000 residential
blocks was calculated. The proportion of children aged
0-4 years who lived within 3, 5, and 10km from the
nearest nursery for sick children was determined.

Results : Of the children aged 0-4 years in Japan,
429% lived within 3km, 60.8% within 5km, and 78.1%
within 10km from the nearest nursery for sick children,
respectively. However, the proportion was lower in
northern parts of Japan such as Hokkaido and Tohoku,
and in these regions big cities had fewer nurseries for
sick children.

Discussion : In Hokkaido and Tohoku, the propor-
tion of big cities which had nurseries for sick children
was lower compared with other regions, and this might
cause the lower proportion of children aged 0-4 years
who was accessible of these day—care services.

Conclusion : Of the children aged 0-4 years in Japan,
429% lived within 3km, 60.8% within 5km, and 78.1%
within 10km of the nearest nursery for sick children, re-

spectively.

(Key words)
nursery for sick children,
National Council of Child Care Facility for Sick Children,

distance, small area, Geospatial Information System
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