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(Summary)

The principal aim of the present study was to

clarify the environment of the pediatric inpatients and

outpatients in Japan in comparison with previous studies

regarding whether consideration and adjustments are

being carried out for children.

A national cross—sectional survey was administered by

mail to hospitals with more than 300 beds that advertise

a pediatric department and pediatric hospitals (1,069

hospitals), and responses were obtained from 256

hospitals (response rate : 23.9%).

The results revealed that physical adjustments were

performed in approximately 50% of hospital pediatric

outpatient departments. In hospital wards also, the

rate of placement of a playroom or educational facilities

and the rate of placement of nursery teachers were

higher than in previous studies. Moreover, the results
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of the present study show that new pediatric medical
professionals are being deployed in hospitals. These
findings suggest great improvements in the current
pediatric medical environment in Japan in comparison
with the past. However, with regard to explanation
and consent to children undergoing medical treatment,

the prevalence of guidelines for medical staff was low (36

183

facilities ; 14.3%), which remains a problem.

[(Key words)
pediatric outpatient clinic, pediatric inpatients’ ward,
ward with mixture of adults and pediatric patients,

informed assent, national survey
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