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(Summary)

The autistic spectrum disease,

(referred to as ASD

hereafter), in children coexist with movement-related

problems, such as disorders of hypotonicity, clumsiness

and coordination. In this study, we examined the cor-

relation between the duration to maintain standing on

one leg as the milestone in the movement development

of ASD in the children in their early childhood period

and the time needed to acquire the ability to walk as the

milestone in infants. Our subjects were 36 five-year-old

autistic children from the high—function developmental
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disorder group whose IQ was 70 or higher. Our method
consisted of measuring the duration of their ability to
stand on one leg, with reference to the Japanese Play-
ful Assessment for Neuro-psychological Abilities and of
referring the time required to acquire the ability to walk
to what had been recorded on the chart. The results
indicated that 39% of the subjects had problems with

standing on one leg. However, they were not delayed

165

in acquiring the ability to walk, suggesting that the
movement problems of these ASD children may cause
them to have balance-function problems after their early

childhood period when they start living in groups.
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