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(Summary)

The vaccination status of children living in child
welfare institutions in Yamaguchi Prefecture was
investigated in 2010. The vaccination status of more
than half (60.1%) of the children was insufficient at
the time of first entrance to the institutions. After
entrance, this improved as a result of the efforts of
each institution. However, there were a number of
difficulties in ensuring that vaccination status of each
child because many children did not bring their maternal
and child health handbook, and because it was very

complicated for each institution to inquire about the

67

vaccination status through the public office of the original
place of residence. Information about the vaccination
status of each child must be arranged by child guidance
centers before the time of entrance to the institutions,
and the cost to aid in vaccination after entrance to
the institutions should be considered, because the
vaccination cost of a child who has passed the set age is
charged even if the vaccine is recommended. Moreover,
the cost of optional vaccination (eg. influenza, mumps)
for children and vaccination for institution staff who do
not have adequate antibodies for vaccine preventable
diseases (VPD) are also expected because prevention
of infectious diseases is very important in child welfare

Institutions.
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