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(Summary)

In special needs education schools (hearing impair-
ments), preschool children with hearing-impaired fre-
quently use not only auditory/oral language but also
Signed Japanese as a form of communication. This
study used an eye-tracker device to investigate the
frequency with which hearing-impaired infants gaze at
a speaker’s eyes and mouth, and hands displaying sign
language. Participants were 20 hearing-impaired infants
aged 3 to 5 years, whose parents consented to their
participation in the research. Three video clips were
displayed on the monitor of an eye-tracker system (Tobii
T60) that also individually measured their gazes. Eyes,
mouth, and hands were set as Areas of Interest (AQIs),
and gaze was compared within those AOIs. They gazed

earlier, more often, and longer at the mouth than

the hands. These study results suggest that hearing-
impaired infants try to learn language from watching a

speaker’s mouth movements.

(Key words)
eye-gaze, hearing-impaired infants, Signed Japanese,

speaker’s mouth

Presented by Medical*Online



	0644
	0645
	0646
	0647
	0648
	0649



