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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to examine the influ-
ence of children's externalizing behavior problems and
mothers’ recognition of fathers' involvement in child-
rearing on mothers coparenting quality and fathers'
self-reported involvement. Mothers coparenting qual-
ity was measured based on their encouragement and
criticism of fathers parenting. We used an online ques-
tionnaire. Participants were 2,328 sets of parents whose
eldest child was between 2 and 17 years old. Covariance
structural analysis indicated that children’s externalizing
behavior problems had a negative effect on mothers’
encouragement of fathers' involvement, but a posi-
tive effect on mothers criticism. Moreover, mothers’
encouragement of fathers involvement had a positive
effect on fathers self-reported involvement, although
there was no significant relationship between mothers’
criticism and fathers' self-reported involvement. These
findings suggest that mothers’ encouragement of fa-
thers' involvement may stimulate harmonious coparent-
ing ; however, mothers criticism does not necessarily
motivate fathers  involvement. Childrearing support for
parents with challenging children is needed from the per-

spective of the family system .
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