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(Summary)

The aim of this study was to clarify the relationship of
the imitation of ‘bye-bye and fine motor and language
development in infants. Ninety-three typically devel-
oped infants (age, 7~21 months) participated in this
study. We interviewed their mothers about the appear-
ance of bye-bye and asked their manual and language
development using the Enjoji Scale of Infant Analytical
Development. We examined the relationship between
the appearance of bye-bye and the developmental

level of fine motor, expressive language and receptive

607

language. Some infants began to imitate bye-bye at 9
months, and all of them could imitate it by 14 months
old. Many infants imitated others bye-bye when they
could take and play toys and pencils. The ratio of in-
fants who had imitate bye-bye was significantly higher
in the subjects who had observed understanding oral
simple orders or speaking meaningful words. We should
pay attentions not only to the appearance of bye-bye but
also to the development of fine motor and language. It
might be a useful screening tool for detecting the high-

risk infants in clinical practice.

(Key words)
bye-bye, imitation, fine motor, expressive language,

receptive language
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