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A Case of an Infant Diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder [2919)
and Feeding Disorder of Infancy or Early Childhood 2 17. 3.8
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(Summary)

Feeding disorder of infancy or early childhood is de-
fined as a persistent failure to eat adequately, despite
the availability of a proper caregiver or sufficient food.
We examined a 1-year-11-month-old female infant who
was referred to this hospital due to decreased body
weight resulting from direct breastfeeding as the sole
source of nutrition. She was noted to have extreme hy-
persensitivity and a lack of interest in social relationships
and was, therefore, diagnosed with a feeding disorder
associated with autism spectrum disorder. We suggest-
ed habilitation focused on mother—child relationship, and
started her on tubal feeding to treat the undernutrition.
As a result of growth stimulated from the habilitation as
well as improvement of nutritional status from the tubal
feeding, the infant was able to start putting her hands
in her mouth, and language/mental development was
noted. It is important to adequately evaluate develop-
mental disorders associated with feeding disorders, and
to include both habilitation and nutrition in the treat-

ment.
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